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Chloroform as an Internal Remedy. 

Dr. Stepp, of Nuremberg, noting the observations of Salkowski on the 
disinfecting power of chloroform water, determined to make trial of chloro¬ 
form internally in a considerable number of diseases. In gastric ulcer, Dr. 
Stepp gave chloroform (fifteen grains in a five-ounce bismuth mixture) with 
great effect, and believes this to be due to its disinfecting, astringent, and 
stimulating properties. In various affections of the mouth and throat, as 
follicular pharyngitis, catarrh of the pharynx, gingivitis, and diphtheria, 
washes and gargles containing chloroform proved very beneficial.— Lancet, 
March 9,1889. 

Prof. Bianchi recommends chloroform water instead of alkaline solutions 
in washing out the stomach. —Deutsche medicinische Wochensckrift , February 
7,1889. 


Sparteine. 

A physiological and clinical study of the action of sulphate of sparteine, 
by Dr. Gluzinski, brings him to the conclusion that this drug has, un¬ 
questionably, a good effect in cardiac cases when compensation is incomplete, 
and that its action is apparent soon after the administration of the drug. The 
rapidity of its action is the most important characteristic of this drug; iu 
strength it is far behind digitalis, and is not to be compared with it. Aryth- 
mia is not corrected by it .—Deutsche Archie fur Minische Medicin, March 14, 
1889. _ 

Some Therapeutic Uses of Water. 

Among the applications of water to several conditions frequently met in 
practice, as suggested by Dr. Simon Baruch, are the following : 

Very hot water, as a styptic and a preventive of shock, should be more 



500 


PBOGBESS OF MEDICAL SCIENCE. 


widely recognized. The hot douches used in gynecology to remove inflam¬ 
mation, is another important use of hot water. The directions of Dr. Emmet, 
such as to have the patient in a reclining posture, the temperature of the 
water not far from 110° F., the stream intermittent, and applied by a nurse, 
should be carefully followed. 

In certain skin diseases, of which eczema is a type, it is contra-indicated; 
cures sometimes follow simply from avoidance of water. A similar bene¬ 
ficial change in our ideas had led to the dry boric acid packing in suppurative 
otitis media in' place of frequent injections of water. 

Half a pint of hot water slowly sipped an hour before meals had been found, 
by actual examination, to cleanse the stomach of mucus. An occasional 
washing of the stomach, five hours after eating, much increased the benefit to 
be gained by sipping the water .—New York Medical Journal, March 16, 1889. 

The Use of Expectorants. 

When a cough of the expectorating variety is difficult, on account of the 
viscidity of the phlegm, the administration of an oil sometimes greatly lessens 
this difficulty. Dr. W. H. Thompson, in a paper read before the Medical 
Society of the County of New York, recommends for this purpose raw linseed 
oil, given in an emulsion. He has found that it relieved bronchial asthma, 
and asthma in those much affected by changes in the weather; also, congestive 
bronchitis, the bronchitis of heart disease, and senile bronchitis. 


The following formula is given: 

Linseed oil.£xv. 

Oil of wintergreen ) a - g.. 

Oil of cinnamon j 

Glycerine. %v. 

Simple syrup.Jx. 

Water.3xxiv. 

Made into an emulsion. 

Dilute hydrocyanic acid.3ijss. 

Magendie’s solution.nfxl. 


Or, chloral 3jss might be added in suitable cases. 

In the discussion which followed, Dr. Jacobi suggested the sipping of water 
or Vichy, to relieve cough caused by pharyngitis. 

Dr. Simon Baruch thought a sufficient search was rarely made for the 
real causes of cough. The so-called expectorant drugs were given more as a 
fashion than from experience. Rossbach had shown that squills, ipecac, and 
other agents of a similar kind so often given for coughs, were really without 
any expectorant effect, and that only apomorphine had such an action. 

Dr. Darlington testified to good results which he had, for some years 
past, seen in bronchial coughs, from doses of pure linseed oil .—New York 
Medical Journal, February 9, 1889. 

Antidote for Morphine. 

Prof. Bok ai believes that the best antidote for morphine is picrotoxin. The 
two substances act in an antagonistic manner on the respiratory centre, mor- 






